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“The upcoming season will be my fourth one with the 

Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. It is a great privilege for me to 

be part of an orchestra with such a long history that at the same 
time is still emerging and continuously strives for musical 

excellence. The feeling of sitting on stage on concert day and 
the short moment of silence before we start playing always has 

given me goosebumps and always will, you can really feel the 
focus and the pure energy everyone on stage has in that 

moment. 

A personal highlight was my very first performance with the KSO 
in September 2013. On the program was Rachmaninoff's second 
symphony, a piece I had always enjoyed listening to but never 
had performed myself before. Coincidentally, this concert was 
also the very first time I played professionally in the United 

States.  Born and raised in Germany, I knew of the high level of 
brass playing in the USA and to actually sit on stage in an 

American Symphony Orchestra for the very first time was a dream come true. 

Another aspect that I love about playing with the orchestra is that we manage to bring in 
world class soloists of different musical backgrounds. In the three years I have been a 

member of the KSO, our soloists included Leon Fleisher, Midori and Brandon Ridenour as 
well as Bobby McFerrin and Jackie Evancho.  
 
It is truly inspiring for me to see those artists come to play with us in Kalamazoo and create 
something beautiful and unique within a short period of time. 

Being a brass player in this orchestra is truly a privilege as I am sitting next to great 

colleagues who love their job as much as I do. Sitting in the last row of the orchestra is 
another perk of holding the bass trombone chair in the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra as it 

gives me the chance to see, hear and admire my non brass instruments playing colleagues 
and friends making beautiful music. 

I am very grateful to be part of this great group and am looking to the upcoming concert 
season.” 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

BIOGRAPHY 

Born and raised in Germany, Sebastian Bell began his formal musical training in Frankfurt 
and Berlin and went on to study at the Cleveland Institute of Music where he received and 
Artist Certificate under the tutelage of Massimo La Rosa, principal trombone of th e 
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Cleveland Orchestra and Edward Zadrozny. He furthermore received private instruction 

from some of the world's most accomplished bass trombonists including Charles Vernon, 

Randy Hawes, and Denson Paul Pollard. 

Throughout his studies in Germany, he was engaged in professional musical activities such as 
playing with the Staatskapelle Dresden for two years as part of their apprenticeship 

program and holding the bass trombone position with the Meiningen State Theater's 
orchestra during the 2011-2012 season. 

Sebastian is the bass trombonist of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra and holds the bass 

trombone position of the Wheeling Symphony Orchestra, the Northwestern Indiana 

Symphony Orchestra and the Youngstown Symphony Orchestra. 

Sebastian has furthermore performed with the Cleveland Orchestra, the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra, the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and the Cincinnati Symphony 

Orchestra. He spent the recent summers performing as the bass trombone fellow of the 
Pacific Music Festival, Schleswig Holstein Music Festival and the Spoleto USA Festival. 

Besides being a performer, Sebastian Bell is enthusiastic about teaching, runs a private low 
brass studio in Cleveland and recently joined the music faculty of Hiram College as adjunct 
trombone instructor. 
 


