
Mike Brozick, Trumpet 

 

One of my most memorable concerts with the Kalamazoo 

Symphony Orchestra was performing Richard Strauss’ “Ein 

Heldenleben” which translates to “A Hero’s Life.” I've always 

loved how orchestral music can take you on a journey, similar 

to the emotional arc of a great film, and Strauss’ music has that 

same cinematic quality. Strauss said the “hero” in “A Hero’s 

Life” was Strauss himself, but I like to think it is the trumpet. I 

was drawn to the heroic qualities of the trumpet at an early 

age when my instrument made its appearance on the 

soundtrack alongside of movie heroes like Indiana Jones. Not 

long after I started playing the trumpet, I got excited about 

orchestra music from the great film scores, like Raiders of the 

Lost Ark but soon discovered my other heroes of Beethoven, 

Brahms, Strauss and Mahler.   

 

I play second trumpet and also have the role of assistant principal, which are two very different 

jobs. As second trumpet, my job is to blend with and support our first trumpeter, and my dear 

colleague, Scott Thornberg. This means I listen very carefully to all of the fundamentals of trumpet 

playing and try to match the pitch, rhythm, articulation, tone color, dynamics and style set by the 

principal trumpet. As I play with Scott's free and beautiful sound it encourages me to cultivate those 

qualities in my own playing. The KSO has such camaraderie that we can always learn and inspire 

one another.  

 

On some concerts, I play principal trumpet and am called to stylistically lead the brass. I often get 

to play principal trumpet for the Youth Concerts and the Nutcracker Ballet, and I feel like a kid 

again when my six year old nephew comes to listen to those concerts and gets to hear a live 

orchestra and see his Uncle Mike in the back row.  

 

Since I am mostly motivated by my stomach, one of the things I look forward to when I travel to 

Kalamazoo is enjoying the local flavors. I will often start my day at Water Street Coffee Joint before 

warming up on my trumpet and end it at Bell's Brewery following our evening rehearsal. The 

commute from Chicago can be long especially in the winter months, and I have had the great 

privilege to stay in Kalamazoo with the most generous hosts I've ever gotten to know, including 

Nancy Ehrle and the late Sallie Kittredge.  

 

This is my sixth season with the Kalamazoo Symphony and there's always at least one piece that 

cannot wait to play. I am undoubtedly most looking forward to Mahler’s Sixth Symphony. Mahler’s 

music is very near and dear to my heart, as much for his heroic fanfares as the more nostalgic 

moments.  Mahler not only knew how to write for the trumpet because he was one of the greatest 

conductors of two of the world's greatest orchestras, but he really understood the very soul of each 



instrument. We all know “Taps” which is played by the trumpet or bugle at military funerals; 

Mahler wrote one of the most heartbreaking and transcendent melodies in his farewell music for 

the posthorn, an ancestral trumpet. One of my most memorable moments was playing Mahler for 

Mahler -- while I was in Vienna, I made a pilgrimage to Mahler’s grave, bringing my trumpet and 

playing this posthorn solo. Here in Kalamazoo I am so thankful to play such meaningful music with 

such a great orchestra.  

 

-------- 

 

Mike Brozick is a member of the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra, Elgin Symphony Orchestra, the 

principal trumpet of the Northwest Indiana Symphony Orchestra and is a performing member of 

the the Chicago Philharmonic. He has performed with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Pittsburgh 

Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Opera of Chicago, Milwaukee Symphony, Grant Park Orchestra under 

the batons of Bernard Haitink, Pierre Boulez, Michael Tilson Thomas, Manfred Honeck and Sir 

Andrew Davis. He has recorded Gustav Mahler’s Second Symphony with the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra and has performed on the Pittsburgh Symphony's European tour throughout Spain and in 

Vienna's Musikverein. At Lyric Opera he was featured on stage as one of the King’s Trumpets in 

Wagner’s “Lohengrin” and playing the Egyptian trumpet in Verdi’s “Aida.” As a chamber musician 

he is a member of the Elgin Chamber Brass, International Chamber Artists, and has performed live 

on Chicago’s classical music radio station WFMT. Mr. Brozick earned his Bachelor of Music 

Education degree from Duquesne University and a Master of Music in performance from Rice 

University and was a Fulbright Fellow studying at the Stätliche Hochschule für Musik in Detmold, 

Germany. Mike is an active recitalist and has been featured as a soloist with the DuPage Symphony 

Orchestra, Salt Creek Sinfonietta, and the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra.  

 


