
Music Director Candidate Questions 

1. What instrument do you play?   

My first instrument was the piano, which I insisted on learning due to my grandmother, who 

played the piano for friends and family and was always the life of the party because of the music 

she played.  My main instrument through university, though, was the French horn, which helped 

to introduce me to the amazing sounds of the orchestra from a young age. 

2. At what point did you know you wanted to conduct?   

I knew that I wanted to conduct when I was 15.  By this point, music was my primary focus and 

conducting became an interest of mine when I started high school due to the enormous 

conducting talents of my high school band director. 

3. Who is your favorite composer right now?    

My favorite composer is whatever I’m performing at the moment, so this week it is Bruckner! 

4. Is there one great work that is on your “bucket list” to conduct?   

Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde is a piece I’ve worked on twice as an assistant conductor (SF Opera 

and Lyric Opera of Chicago) but I can’t wait for the opportunity to conduct my own production. 

5. What are you looking forward to doing when you visit Kalamazoo?   

I’m looking forward to meeting all of the people who have been responsible for making 

Kalamazoo such a vibrant and rich community. 

6. What are your hobbies/interests outside of the music world?  

My wife and I really enjoy traveling, which is luckily a part of my job. I also love cycling and 

cooking. 

7. If I got in your car and turned on the radio right now, what would I hear?  

You’d likely hear BBC World Service or NPR.  I can’t really listen to music while driving….I get too 



involved! 

 

8. If you could have lunch with any composer, dead or alive, who would you choose and why?  

If we’re talking about lunch, then it would definitely be Rossini.  He was a famous cook and I’d 

imagine our lunch would be an elaborate multi-course meal, with delicacies meticulously 

prepared.   

9. What role do you see symphony orchestras fulfilling in today’s arts and entertainment world?  

I see the local symphony orchestra as the nexus point for all things music, whether it is 

performing music from all cultures and styles, to education for both young and old.   

10. How would you define your style on the podium? 

I’d characterize my style as animated and communicative 

11. What is your favorite part of working with professional orchestras?  

My favorite part of working with any orchestra, whether it’s a professional or not, is the process 

of discovery that is always our responsibility during the rehearsal process. 

12. What is your favorite food?   

Any food that is cooked at home is what I love the most.  

 


